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Original publisher: Carlisle Barracks, PA: Strategic Studies Institute, U. S. Army War College, 2006 OCLC Number:
(OCoLC) 77484977 Subject: Alliances. Excerpt: . . . With regard to the specific role of alliances in the arsenal of
American power, skepticism was growing in Republican circles about whether they should and or could
continue to play a central role in U. S. foreign policy. Underlying this doubt were emerging questions about
whether there would be a sufficient overlap of fundamental interests to sustain alliance commitments and
whether future international circumstances would be predictable enough to permit joint threat assessment 10
and agreement on priorities and action. Furthermore, other kinds of less formal arrange-ments, such as
coalitions of the willing, were gaining in appeal. Such groupings had been promoted during the Clinton
administration by the Supreme Allied Commander for Europe General John Shalikashvili, who sought to
establish a modality that would allow a self-selecting group of North Atlantic Treaty Organization ( NATO )
allies to engage in collective military action using Alliance assets but without 11 implicatingall members. The
intent was to supplement rather than supplant the Alliance framework. Richard Haass subsequently put forth
the related concept of foreign policy by posse, which offered the flexibility of selected nation states coalescing
for narrow tasks or purposes. However, he also noted that, the informal coalition approach is not without
significant drawbacks. By definition, such groups do not exist before the problem or crisis emerges. They
therefore offer no deterrent - although, if formed quickly enough, they can still provide a preventive function.
Informal coalitions take time to forge. . . The lack of common equipment, military doctrine, and common
experience is likely to 12 limit effectiveness. So, too, will a lack...
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