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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1840 edition. Excerpt: . APPENDIX. ON THE USE OF CORSETS. Fashion lives on
novelty, and we have on this account much charity for its wanderings and eccentricities. Bonnets, with a snout
as long as an elephant s proboscis, or a margin as broad as a bushel measure, are merely ridiculous. Shoulders
that look like wings, and sleeves as wide as a petticoat, we think are riot particularly graceful; but they have at
least the merit of being airy, and we take no oHence. We cannot, however, extend our indulgence to the
compressed waist which is the rage at present. We know that as oIen as the waist is lengthened to its natural
limits, this tendency to abridge its diam eter appears; and we confess we are puzzled to account for the fact; for
surely it is strange, that a permanent prepossession should exist in favour of a mode of dress which is at once
ugly, unnatural, and pernicious. Were fashion under the guidance of taste, the principles of drapery in painting
and sculpture would never be lost sight of in its changes. The clothes that cover us may be disposed in an
infinite variety of forms, without violating those rules which the artist is careful to observe. The true form of the
body ought to be disclosed to the eye, without the shape being exhibited in all its minutiae, as in the dress of a
harlequin; but in no case should the natural proportions (supposing the figure...
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