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indexed. Not illustrated. 1898 Excerpt: .bright with varied colors, most prominent of which was Pompeian red !
The walls, also, were peopled with fair forms in fresco, and marble statues of the gods gleamed white against a
crimson background; from frescoed ceilings, too, hung the exquisite bronze lamps, hundreds of which have
been found; and gilded couches were in part concealed by draperies from Tyre or Damascus; while the
pavements, many of which are still uninjured, were always of mosaic. It is difficult to imagine anything more
beautiful and durable in mural decorations than those which embellished the walls of these houses. If their
apartments had been lined, like ours, with perishable paper, or if the paintings which adorned them had been
hung from wooden cornices by picture hooks, we should now know, by observation, little about the interiors of
Pompeian residences. But all these walls were made of stucco, hard and smooth as marble, and were not only
tastefully colored, but bore upon their tinted surfaces charming frescos, that have outlasted eighteen centuries
of burial. In Pompeii every house, and almost every room, was decorated with frescos illustrating Greek
mythology, in which by means of graceful lines and rich, harmonious coloring, gods, goddesses, bacchantes,
fauns, and centaurs were multiplied in infinite variety. Hundreds of landscape paintings, also, have been found
on these walls, portraying, as a rule, the scenery of the coast about the Bay of Naples and the villas there. In
their inspection of Pompeii, visitors are usually accompanied...
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