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This volume is the first of a projected series relating to the
architectural history of the Spanish missions of California. The
work was undertaken by the Historical Survey Commission
under a statute of 1917 (Statutes, 1917. Chap.410), defining its
duties to be among other things to investigate and acquire
information as to the physical characteristics of the several
missions which were maintained in the State of California under
the charge of the Franciscan fathers. For many years Mrs.
Frances Rand Smith of Palo Alto had been engaged in the study
of the old California missions and she already had copious
notes, sketches, photographs and models of several of the
missions. The commission therefore sought her cooperation in
this work and during the summer of 1918 obtained from her the
manuscript, sketches and photographs which form the basis for
this report. Since that time the author and the commission have
been busily engaged in revising, elaborating, and perfecting the
original manuscript. In accordance with the terms of...
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